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(57) ABSTRACT

A fluid system for use with a gas turbine engine includes a
reservoir having a reservoir inlet and a reservoir outlet and
includes a supply assembly positioned in the reservoir. The
supply assembly includes a first passage, a second passage,
and a valve disc. The first and second passages are fluidically
connected to the reservoir outlet. The valve disc is positioned
in the first passage. The valve disc is pivotable about an axis
and is weighted to have a center of gravity offset from the
axis.
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1
FLUID SYSTEM WITH GRAVITY
CONTROLLED VALVE

BACKGROUND

The present invention relates to gas turbine engines, and in
particular, to fluid systems for gas turbine engines.

Gas turbine engines typically include one or more engine
components that benefit from a supply of fluid, such as lubri-
cating liquid. Such lubrication systems typically include a
reservoir for supplying lubricating liquid to those engine
components. In some gas turbine engines, certain engine
components are desired to be supplied with lubricating liquid
during substantially all operating conditions.

However, a reservoir for a lubrication system of a gas
turbine engine mounted on an aircraft may experience “nega-
tive gravity” conditions such as the aircraft turning upside
down, the aircraft accelerating toward the Earth at a rate equal
to or greater than the rate of gravity, or the aircraft decelerat-
ing at the end of a vertical ascent. Under negative gravity
conditions, the liquid in the reservoir may rise to the top,
which may expose an opening of a reservoir outlet to air and
interrupt the supply of liquid to a supply pump and, conse-
quently, interrupt supply to the engine components.

SUMMARY

According to the present invention, a fluid system for use
with a gas turbine engine includes a reservoir having a reser-
voir inlet and a reservoir outlet and includes a supply assem-
bly positioned in the reservoir. The supply assembly includes
a first passage, a second passage, and a valve disc. The first
and second passages are fluidically connected to the reservoir
outlet. The valve disc is positioned in the first passage. The
valve disc is pivotable about an axis and is weighted to have
a center of gravity offset from the axis.

Another embodiment is a fluid system for use with a gas
turbine engine including a reservoir having a reservoir inlet
and a reservoir outlet and a supply assembly positioned in the
reservoir. The supply assembly includes a first passage, a
second passage, and a pivotable valve. The first and second
passages are fluidically connected to the reservoir outlet. The
pivotable valve is fluidically connected to the first passage
and configured to be open under positive gravity conditions
and to be closed under negative gravity conditions.

Another embodiment is a gas turbine engine including a
spool, a fan, a fan drive gear system, a reservoir, and a supply
assembly. The spool includes a compressor and a turbine
connected by a spool shaft. The fan drive gear system con-
nects the fan to the spool shaft such that rotation of the spool
drives rotation of the fan. The reservoir has a reservoir inlet
and a reservoir outlet. The fan drive gear system is fluidically
connected to the reservoir inlet and the reservoir outlet. The
supply assembly is positioned in the reservoir and includes a
first passage fluidically connected to the reservoir outlet, a
second passage fluidically connected to the reservoir outlet,
and a pivotable valve fluidically connected to the first pas-
sage. The pivotable valve is configured to be open under
positive gravity conditions and to be closed under negative
gravity conditions.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a schematic side sectional view of a gas turbine
engine.

FIG. 2 is a schematic view of a fluid system for use in the
gas turbine engine of FIG. 1.
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FIG. 3A is a schematic side sectional view of a reservoir
having a supply assembly with a valve in an open position, for
use in the fluid system of FIG. 2.

FIG. 3B is a schematic side sectional view of the valve of
FIG. 3A.

FIG. 4A is a schematic side sectional view of the reservoir
of FIG. 3A with the valve in a closed position.

FIG. 4B is a schematic side sectional view of the valve of
FIG. 4A.

FIG. 5A is a schematic side sectional view of the reservoir
of FIGS. 3A and 4A having an alternative embodiment of a
valve in an open position.

FIG. 5B is a schematic side sectional view of the valve of
FIG. 5A.

FIG. 6A is a schematic side sectional view of the reservoir
of FIG. 5A with the valve in a closed position.

FIG. 6B is a schematic side sectional view of the valve of
FIG. 6A.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

FIG. 1 schematically illustrates an example gas turbine
engine 20 that includes fan section 22, compressor section 24,
combustor section 26 and turbine section 28. Alternative
engines might include an augmenter section (not shown)
among other systems or features. Fan section 22 drives air
along bypass flow path B while compressor section 24 draws
air in along core flow path C where air is compressed and
communicated to combustor section 26. In combustor section
26, air is mixed with fuel and ignited to generate a high
pressure exhaust gas stream that expands through turbine
section 28 where energy is extracted and utilized to drive fan
section 22 and compressor section 24.

Although the disclosed non-limiting embodiment depicts a
turbofan gas turbine engine, it should be understood that the
concepts described herein are not limited to use with turbo-
fans as the teachings may be applied to other types of turbine
engines; for example a turbine engine including a three-spool
architecture in which three spools concentrically rotate about
a common axis and where a low spool enables a low pressure
turbine to drive a fan via a gearbox, an intermediate spool that
enables an intermediate pressure turbine to drive a first com-
pressor of the compressor section, and a high spool that
enables a high pressure turbine to drive a high pressure com-
pressor of the compressor section.

The example engine 20 generally includes low speed spool
30 and high speed spool 32 mounted for rotation about an
engine central longitudinal axis A relative to an engine static
structure 36 via several bearing systems 38. It should be
understood that various bearing systems 38 at various loca-
tions may alternatively or additionally be provided.

Low speed spool 30 generally includes inner shaft 40 that
connects fan 42 and low pressure (or first) compressor section
44 to low pressure (or first) turbine section 46. Inner shaft 40
drives fan 42 through a speed change device, such as geared
architecture 48, to drive fan 42 at alower speed than low speed
spool 30. High-speed spool 32 includes outer shaft 50 that
interconnects high pressure (or second) compressor section
52 and high pressure (or second) turbine section 54. Inner
shaft 40 and outer shaft 50 are concentric and rotate via
bearing systems 38 about engine central longitudinal axis A.

Combustor 56 is arranged between high pressure compres-
sor 52 and high pressure turbine 54. In one example, high
pressure turbine 54 includes at least two stages to provide a
double stage high pressure turbine 54. In another example,
high pressure turbine 54 includes only a single stage. As used
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herein, a “high pressure” compressor or turbine experiences a
higher pressure than a corresponding “low pressure” com-
pressor or turbine.

The example low pressure turbine 46 has a pressure ratio
that is greater than about 5. The pressure ratio of the example
low pressure turbine 46 is measured prior to an inlet of low
pressure turbine 46 as related to the pressure measured at the
outlet of low pressure turbine 46 prior to an exhaust nozzle.

Mid-turbine frame 58 of engine static structure 36 is
arranged generally between high pressure turbine 54 and low
pressure turbine 46. Mid-turbine frame 58 further supports
bearing systems 38 in turbine section 28 as well as setting
airflow entering low pressure turbine 46.

The core airflow C is compressed by low pressure com-
pressor 44 then by high pressure compressor 52, mixed with
fuel and ignited in combustor 56 to produce high speed
exhaust gases that are then expanded through high pressure
turbine 54 and low pressure turbine 46. Mid-turbine frame 58
includes vanes 60, which are in the core airflow path and
function as an inlet guide vane for low pressure turbine 46.
Utilizing vane 60 of mid-turbine frame 58 as the inlet guide
vane for low pressure turbine 46 decreases the length of low
pressure turbine 46 without increasing the axial length of
mid-turbine frame 58. Reducing or eliminating the number of
vanes in low pressure turbine 46 shortens the axial length of
turbine section 28. Thus, the compactness of gas turbine
engine 20 is increased and a higher power density may be
achieved.

The disclosed gas turbine engine 20 in one example is a
high-bypass geared aircraft engine. In a further example, gas
turbine engine 20 includes a bypass ratio greater than about
six (6), with an example embodiment being greater than about
ten (10). The example geared architecture 48 is an epicyclical
gear train, such as a planetary gear system, star gear system or
other known gear system, with a gear reduction ratio of
greater than about 2.3.

In one disclosed embodiment, gas turbine engine 20
includes a bypass ratio greater than about ten (10:1) and the
fan diameter is significantly larger than an outer diameter of
low pressure compressor 44. It should be understood, how-
ever, that the above parameters are only exemplary of one
embodiment of a gas turbine engine including a geared archi-
tecture and that the present disclosure is applicable to other
gas turbine engines.

A significant amount of thrust is provided by bypass flow B
due to the high bypass ratio. Fan section 22 of engine 20 is
designed for a particular flight condition—typically cruise at
about 0.8 Mach and about 35,000 feet. The flight condition of
0.8 Mach and 35,000 ft., with the engine at its best fuel
consumption—also known as “bucket cruise Thrust Specific
Fuel Consumption (‘TSFC’)"—is the industry standard
parameter of pound-mass (Ibm) of fuel per hour being burned
divided by pound-force (1bf) of thrust the engine produces at
that minimum point.

“Low fan pressure ratio” is the pressure ratio across the fan
blade alone, without a Fan Exit Guide Vane (“FEGV”) sys-
tem. The low fan pressure ratio as disclosed herein according
to one non-limiting embodiment is less than about 1.50. In
another non-limiting embodiment the low fan pressure ratio is
less than about 1.45.

“Low corrected fan tip speed” is the actual fan tip speed in
ft/sec divided by an industry standard temperature correction
of [(Tram ° R)/518.7]°. The “Low corrected fan tip speed”,
as disclosed herein according to one non-limiting embodi-
ment, is less than about 1150 ft/second.

The example gas turbine engine includes fan section 22
that comprises in one non-limiting embodiment less than
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about twenty-six (26) fan blades 42. In another non-limiting
embodiment, fan section 22 includes less than about twenty
(20) fan blades 42. Moreover, in one disclosed embodiment
low pressure turbine 46 includes no more than about six (6)
turbine rotors schematically indicated at 34. In another non-
limiting example embodiment low pressure turbine 46
includes about three (3) turbine rotors. A ratio between the
number of fan blades 42 and the number of low pressure
turbine rotors is between about 3.3 and about 8.6. The
example low pressure turbine 46 provides the driving power
to rotate fan section 22, and therefore the relationship
between the number of turbine rotors 34 in low pressure
turbine 46 and the number of fan blades 42 in fan section 22
discloses an example gas turbine engine 20 with increased
power transfer efficiency.

FIG. 2 is a schematic view of fluid system 62 for use in gas
turbine engine 20 (shown in FIG. 1). In the illustrated
embodiment, fluid system 62 is a lubrication system. In other
embodiments, fluid system 62 can be a fuel system and other
fluid system used in a gas turbine engine. Fluid system 62
includes reservoir 64, supply pump 66 and scavenge pump
68. Reservoir 64 includes reservoir inlet 70 and reservoir
outlet 72. Fluid system 62 includes a network of passages 78
fluidically connecting reservoir 64, supply pump 66, scav-
enge pump 68, and components 74 and 76. Supply pump 66 is
fluidically connected between reservoir outlet 72 and com-
ponents 74 and 76. Scavenge pump 68 is fluidically con-
nected between reservoir inlet 70 and components 74 and 76.
Components 74 and 76 can be one of various components in
gas turbine engine 20 that benefit from a supply of lubricating
liquid. For example, in one embodiment, component 74 can
be bearings and gears of a fan drive gear system such as
geared architecture 48 (shown in FIG. 1) and component 76
can be one or more bearing systems 38 (shown in FIG. 1). In
operation, supply pump 66 can pump lubricating liquid, such
as oil, from reservoir 64 to components 74 and 76 for lubri-
cating and cooling components 74 and 76. Scavenge pump 68
can then scavenge used lubricating liquid from components
74 and 76 and return that lubricating liquid to reservoir 64.

In one embodiment, reservoir 64 can be a main reservoir
that supplies lubricating liquid to substantially all lubricated
components of gas turbine engine 20. In another embodi-
ment, reservoir 64 can be an auxiliary reservoir (or backup
reservoir) that supplies lubricating liquid to only certain com-
ponents of gas turbine engine 20 and under certain operating
conditions. For example, reservoir 64 can be dedicated to
supply lubricating liquid to bearings and gears of geared
architecture 48. In various embodiments, fluid system 62 can
include one or more valves, filters, sensors, sumps, heat
exchangers, and/or other components (not shown) suitable
for an application.

FIG. 3A is a schematic side sectional view of reservoir 64
having supply assembly 80 with valve 82 in an open position.
Supply assembly 80 includes first passage 84 and second
passage 86 fluidly connected to reservoir outlet 72 via con-
nection passage 88. First passage 84 includes first passage
inlet 90, and second passage 86 includes second passage inlet
92. First passage 84 is shorter than second passage 86 such
that reservoir outlet 72 is nearer first passage inlet 90 than
second passage inlet 92.

Reservoir 64 includes reservoir bottom 94 and reservoir
top 96. Reservoir top 96 is positioned vertically higher than
reservoir bottom 94 during normal operation of reservoir 64
and gas turbine engine 20 (shown in FIG. 1). Reservoir outlet
72 is positioned at and extends through reservoir bottom 94.
Reservoir inlet 70 is positioned at and extends through reser-
voir top 96. Reservoir bottom 94 is nearer first passage inlet
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90 than second passage inlet 92 and reservoir top 96 is nearer
second passage inlet 92 than first passage inlet 90. Thus, first
passage inlet 90 is vertically lower than second passage inlet
92. In the illustrated embodiment, supply assembly 80 is
substantially Y-shaped except that second passage 86 is
longer than first passage 84. Supply assembly 80 can be
positioned partially inside reservoir 64 or can be positioned
entirely inside reservoir 64.

Reservoir 64 contains lubricating liquid L for use in fluid
system 62 (shown in FIG. 2). As illustrated in FIG. 3A,
reservoir 64 is experiencing “positive gravity” conditions
causing lubricating liquid L to settle at reservoir bottom 94.
Positive gravity conditions can include an aircraft (not
shown) that contains reservoir 64 being positioned right side
up, on the ground, flying with little or no acceleration, or
accelerating in a way that causes net forces acting on lubri-
cating liquid L. to be substantially downward. Gas such as air
A is lighter and less dense than lubricating liquid L, and thus
rises to reservoir top 96 during positive gravity conditions.
First passage inlet 90 is submerged in lubricating liquid L,
and second passage inlet 92 is exposed to air A. Valve 82 is
fluidically connected to, and is positioned in, first passage 84.
Valve 82 is in an open position so as to allow flow of lubri-
cating liquid L through first passage 84.

In operation, supply pump 66 (shown in FIG. 2) draws
lubricating liquid L through first passage inlet 90 into first
passage 84. Lubricating liquid L. then flows through valve 82,
through connection passage 88, and out reservoir outlet 72.
Due to the orientation of reservoir 64 and supply assembly 80
in positive gravity conditions, supply pump 66 draws lubri-
cating liquid L through first passage 84, while drawing little
or no air A through second passage 86. A separate valve (not
shown) could optionally be included in second passage 86,
but is not necessary in the illustrated embodiment. Thus,
second passage 86 can be free of valves.

FIG. 3B is a schematic side sectional view of valve 82
shown in FIG. 3A. Valve 82 includes valve disc 100 posi-
tioned inside first passage 84 and pivotable about axis pin
102. Valve disc 100 is a valve member movable to regulate
flow in valve 82. The illustrated valve disc 100 is a substan-
tially round and flat valve member. Thus, valve disc 100 can
be described as having a traditional “disk-shape.” In other
embodiments, valve disc 100 need not be disk-shaped, but
can have other shapes suitable for operation as a movable
valve member.

Axis pin 102 defines an axis about which valve disc 100 can
pivot. Valve disc 100 can be fixedly attached to axis pin 102 or
can rotate with respect to axis pin 102. Valve disc 100 includes
first disc side 104 and second disc side 106. In the illustrated
embodiment, second disc side 106 includes weighted mass
108 which increases the mass and weight of second disc side
106. Because of the increased mass and location of weighted
mass 108, valve disc 100 has a center of gravity offset from
axis pin 102. Because valve disc 100 has an offset center of
gravity, valve disc 100 is rotated open during positive gravity
conditions. Thus, first passage 84 is open under positive grav-
ity conditions.

In alternative embodiments, valve disc 100 can have a
center of gravity offset from axis pin 102 without having
weighted mass 108. For example, first disc side 104 can be
made of or include a first material and second disc side can be
made of or include a second material having a different,
greater density than that of the first material. Because the
second material has a greater density than the first material,
valve disc 100 can be weighted so as to cause valve 82 to be
pivoted open during positive gravity conditions. Thus, first
passage 84 is open under positive gravity conditions. In other
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embodiments, valve disc 100 can be shaped and/or weighted
differently than illustrated so long as valve disc 100 is actu-
ated open in positive gravity conditions and closed in negative
gravity conditions (shown in FIG. 4A).

FIG. 4A is a schematic side sectional view of reservoir 64
with valve 82 in a closed position. As illustrated in FIG. 4A,
reservoir 64 is experiencing “negative gravity” conditions
causing lubricating liquid L to settle at reservoir top 96.
Negative gravity conditions can be the aircraft (not shown)
and reservoir 64 turning upside down, the aircraft accelerat-
ing toward the Earth at a rate equal to or greater than the rate
of gravity, or the aircraft decelerating at the end of a vertical
ascent. Air A is lighter and less dense than lubricating liquid
L, and thus is forced to reservoir bottom 94 during negative
gravity conditions. First passage inlet 90 is exposed to air A,
and second passage inlet 92 is submerged in lubricating liquid
L. Valve 82 is in a closed position so as to reduce or stop flow
of air A through first passage 84.

In operation, supply pump 66 (shown in FIG. 2) draws
lubricating liquid L through second passage inlet 92 into
second passage 86. Lubricating liquid L then flows through
connection passage 88, and out reservoir outlet 72. Because
valve 82 is substantially closed, supply pump 66 can draw
little or no air through first passage 84. Thus, supply assembly
80 can be configured to draw lubricating liquid L. through first
passage 84 under positive gravity conditions and to draw
lubricating liquid L through second passage 86 under nega-
tive gravity conditions. Second passage 86 can be open during
both positive gravity conditions and negative gravity condi-
tions, yet substantial fluid flows though second passage 86
only under negative gravity conditions.

FIG. 4B is a schematic side sectional view of valve 82
shown in FIG. 4A. Because valve disc 100 has an offset center
of gravity, valve disc 100 is rotated closed during negative
gravity conditions. In the illustrated embodiment, valve disc
100 has been rotated clockwise such that second disc side 106
is abutting block 110. Block 110 is a stopper extending radi-
ally inward from inner surface 112 of first passage 84. Block
110 can stop rotation of valve disc 100 and holds valve disc
100 in a closed position during negative gravity conditions.
Another block 114 extends from inner surface 112 opposite
block 110. Block 114 can stop rotation of valve disc 100 when
valve disc 100 rotates counter-clockwise during negative
gravity conditions. Thus, first passage 84 is closed under
negative gravity conditions.

FIG. 5A is a schematic side sectional view of reservoir 64
including valve 82 A in an open position. As illustrated in FIG.
5A, reservoir 64 and valve 82A is experiencing positive grav-
ity conditions causing lubricating liquid L to settle at reser-
voir bottom 94. Valve 82A is an alternative embodiment of
valve 82 (shown in FIGS. 3A, 3B, 4A, and 4B). Valve 82A
functions substantially the same as valve 82 but includes a
different structure as described further with respect to FIG.
5B.

FIG. 5B is a schematic side sectional view of valve 82A in
the open position. Valve 82A includes valve disc 100A posi-
tioned inside first passage 84 and pivotable about axis pin
102. Valve disc 82A includes first disc side 104A and second
disc side 106A. Valve disc 100A includes weighted mass
108A. Weighted mass 108A is a connecting mass, which
includes ball 116 and connector rod 118, both positioned
external to first passage 84. Ball 116 is fixedly connected to
axis pin 102 via connector rod 118. Axis pin 102 extends
through first passage 84 and is fixedly connected to valve disc
100A. Thus, weighed mass 108A is fixedly connected to and
rotates with valve disc 100A. Under positive gravity condi-
tions, weighted mass 108A is forced downward toward res-
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ervoir bottom 94 (shown in FIG. 5A), which can rotate valve
disc 100A to an open position.
FIG. 6A is a schematic side sectional view of reservoir 64
with valve 82A in a closed position. As illustrated in FIG. 6 A,
reservoir 64 is experiencing negative gravity conditions caus-
ing lubricating liquid L to settle at reservoir top 96. Valve 82A
is in a closed position so as to reduce or stop flow of air A
through first passage 84.
FIG. 6B is a schematic side sectional view of valve 82A
shown in FIG. 6A. Because valve disc 100A has an offset
center of gravity due to weighted mass 108 A, valve disc 100A
is rotated closed during negative gravity conditions. In the
illustrated embodiment, blocks 110A and 114A are stoppers
attached to outer surface 120 of first passage 84. Valve disc
100A has been rotated counter-clockwise such that ball 116
of weighted mass 108A is abutting block 114A. Block 114A
can stop rotation of valve disc 100 A and hold valve disc 100A
in a closed position during negative gravity conditions. Block
110A is positioned on outer surface 120 opposite block 114A
and can stop rotation of valve disc 100A when valve disc
100A rotates clockwise during negative gravity conditions.
Thus, valve disc 100A is weighted so as to be closed under
negative gravity conditions. Consequently, first passage 84 is
closed under negative gravity conditions.
While the invention has been described with reference to
exemplary embodiments, it will be understood by those
skilled in the art that various changes may be made and
equivalents may be substituted for elements thereof without
departing from the scope of the invention. In addition, many
modifications may be made to adapt a particular situation or
material to the teachings of the invention without departing
from the essential scope thereof. Therefore, it is intended that
the invention not be limited to the particular embodiments
disclosed, but that the invention will include all embodiments
falling within the scope of the appended claims.
The following are non-exclusive descriptions of possible
embodiments of the present invention.
A fluid system for use with a gas turbine engine can include
a reservoir having a reservoir inlet and a reservoir outlet and
a supply assembly positioned in the reservoir. The supply
assembly can include a first passage, a second passage, and a
valve disc. The first and second passages can be fluidically
connected to the reservoir outlet. The valve disc can be posi-
tioned in the first passage. The valve disc can be pivotable
about an axis and is weighted to have a center of gravity offset
from the axis.
The fluid system of the preceding paragraph can optionally
include, additionally and/or alternatively any, one or more of
the following features, configurations and/or additional com-
ponents:
the first passage can have a first passage inlet and the
second passage can have a second passage inlet that is
nearer a top of the reservoir than the first passage inlet;

the valve disc can be weighted such that the first passage is
open under positive gravity conditions and closed under
negative gravity conditions;

the valve disc can include a first material on a first side of

the axis, the valve disc can include a second material on
a second side of the axis, and the second material can
have a greater density than that of the first material;

the valve disc can include a weighted mass attached to a

first side of the valve disc;

the valve disc can be weighted via a connecting mass;

the connecting mass can be positioned outside of the first

passage and can be connected to the valve disc via an
axis pin extending through the first passage;
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a block can be attached to an outer surface of the first
passage and positioned to stop rotation of the valve disc
when the valve disc is rotated to a closed position;

the supply assembly can include a connection passage
fluidically connecting the reservoir outlet to the first and
second passages;

the supply assembly can be substantially Y-shaped with the
second passage being longer than the first passage; and/
or

the second passage can be open under positive gravity
conditions and negative gravity conditions.

A lubrication system for use with a gas turbine engine can
include a reservoir having a reservoir inlet and a reservoir
outlet and a supply assembly positioned in the reservoir. The
supply assembly can include a first passage, a second pas-
sage, and a pivotable valve. The first and second passages can
be fluidically connected to the reservoir outlet. The pivotable
valve can be fluidically connected to the first passage and
configured to be open under positive gravity conditions and to
be closed under negative gravity conditions.

The lubrication system of the proceeding paragraph can
optionally include, additionally and/or alternatively any, one
or more of the following features, configurations and/or addi-
tional components:

the first passage can have a first passage inlet, the second
passage can have a second passage inlet, and the second
passage inlet can be nearer a top of the reservoir than is
the first passage inlet;

the pivotable valve can include a valve disc that is weighted
so as to pivot open under positive gravity conditions and
pivot closed under negative gravity conditions; and/or

the second passage can be free of valves.

A gas turbine engine can include a spool, a fan, a fan drive
gear system, areservoir, and a supply assembly. The spool can
include a compressor and a turbine connected by a spool
shaft. The fan drive gear system can connect the fan to the
spool shaft such that rotation of the spool drives rotation of the
fan. The reservoir can have a reservoir inlet and a reservoir
outlet. The fan drive gear system can be fluidically connected
to the reservoir inlet and the reservoir outlet. The supply
assembly can be positioned in the reservoir and include a first
passage fluidically connected to the reservoir outlet, a second
passage fluidically connected to the reservoir outlet, and a
pivotable valve fluidically connected to the first passage. The
pivotable valve can be configured to be open under positive
gravity conditions and to be closed under negative gravity
conditions.

The gas turbine engine of the preceding paragraph can
optionally include, additionally and/or alternatively any, one
or more of the following features, configurations and/or addi-
tional components:

a supply pump can be fluidically connected between the
reservoir outlet and the fan drive gear system and a
scavenge pump can be fluidically connected between the
fan drive gear system and the reservoir inlet;

the fan drive gear system can connect the fan to the spool so
as to drive rotation of the fan at a slower speed than that
of the spool;

the pivotable valve can include a valve disc that is weighted
so as to pivot open under positive gravity conditions and
pivot closed under negative gravity conditions; and/or

the first passage can have a first passage inlet, the second
passage can have a second passage inlet, and the second
passage inlet can be nearer a top of the reservoir than is
the first passage inlet.
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The invention claimed is:

1. A fluid system for use with a gas turbine engine, the fluid
system comprising:

a reservoir having a reservoir inlet and a reservoir outlet;

and

a supply assembly positioned in the reservoir, the supply
assembly comprising:

a first passage fluidically connected to the reservoir out-
let;

a second passage fluidically connected to the reservoir
outlet, wherein the second passage is free of valves;
and

a valve disc positioned in the first passage, wherein the
valve disc is pivotable about an axis and is weighted to
have a center of gravity offset from the axis.

2. The fluid system of claim 1, wherein the first passage has
a first passage inlet, the second passage has a second passage
inlet, and the second passage inlet is nearer a top of the
reservoir than the first passage inlet.

3. The fluid system of claim 1, wherein the valve disc is
weighted such that the first passage is open under positive
gravity conditions and closed under negative gravity condi-
tions.

4. The fluid system of claim 3, wherein the valve disc
includes a first material on a first side of the axis, the valve
disc includes a second material on a second side of the axis,
and the second material has a greater density than that of the
first material.

5. The fluid system of claim 3, wherein the valve disc
includes a weighted mass attached to a first side of the valve
disc.

6. The fluid system of claim 3, wherein the valve disc is
weighted via a connecting mass.

7. The fluid system of claim 6, wherein the connecting
mass is positioned outside of the first passage and is con-
nected to the valve disc via an axis pin extending through the
first passage.

8. The fluid system of claim 7, wherein the supply assem-
bly further comprises:

a block attached to an outer surface of the first passage and
positioned to stop rotation of the valve disc when the
valve disc is rotated to a closed position.

9. The fluid system of claim 1, wherein the supply assem-
bly further comprises a connection passage fluidically con-
necting the reservoir outlet to the first and second passages.

10. The fluid system of claim 9, wherein the supply assem-
bly is substantially Y-shaped with the second passage being
longer than the first passage.

11. The fluid system of claim 1, wherein the second pas-
sage is open under positive gravity conditions and negative
gravity conditions.

12. A lubrication system for use with a gas turbine engine,
the lubrication system comprising:

a reservoir having a reservoir inlet and a reservoir outlet;

and

a supply assembly positioned in the reservoir, the supply
assembly comprising:
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a first passage fluidically connected to the reservoir out-
let;

a second passage fluidically connected to the reservoir
outlet, wherein the second passage is free of valves;
and

a pivotable valve fluidically connected to the first pas-
sage and configured to be open under positive gravity
conditions and to be closed under negative gravity
conditions.

13. The lubrication system of claim 12, wherein the first
passage has a first passage inlet, the second passage has a
second passage inlet, and the second passage inlet is nearer a
top of the reservoir than is the first passage inlet.

14. The lubrication system of claim 12, wherein the pivot-
able valve comprises a valve disc that is weighted so as to
pivot open under positive gravity conditions and pivot closed
under negative gravity conditions.

15. A gas turbine engine comprising:

a spool comprising a compressor and a turbine connected

by a spool shaft;

a fan;

a fan drive gear system connecting the fan to the spool shaft

such that rotation of the spool drives rotation of the fan;

a reservoir having a reservoir inlet and a reservoir outlet,

wherein the fan drive gear system is fluidically con-

nected to the reservoir inlet and the reservoir outlet; and

a supply assembly positioned in the reservoir, the supply

assembly comprising:

a first passage fluidically connected to the reservoir out-
let;

a second passage fluidically connected to the reservoir
outlet, wherein the second passage is free of valves;
and

a pivotable valve fluidically connected to the first pas-
sage and configured to be open under positive gravity
conditions and to be closed under negative gravity
conditions.

16. The gas turbine engine of claim 15, and further com-
prising:

a supply pump fluidically connected between the reservoir

outlet and the fan drive gear system; and

a scavenge pump fluidically connected between the fan

drive gear system and the reservoir inlet.

17. The gas turbine engine of claim 15, wherein the fan
drive gear system connects the fan to the spool so as to drive
rotation of the fan at a slower speed than that of the spool.

18. The gas turbine engine of claim 15, wherein the pivot-
able valve comprises a valve disc that is weighted so as to
pivot open under positive gravity conditions and pivot closed
under negative gravity conditions.

19. The lubrication system of claim 15, wherein the first
passage has a first passage inlet, the second passage has a
second passage inlet, and the second passage inlet is nearer a
top of the reservoir than is the first passage inlet.
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